From Don’s Desk – December 2021
I received a nice comment on my November From Don’s Desk about the Thanksgiving Hymn We
Gather Together, so I thought I’d take a shot at a Christmas carol. I first heard Christmas music on the radio this year
on Veterans Day. I guess that means I will hear Dominic the Donkey approximately 487 times this season. The
traditional church carols will get considerably less playing time!
I have many favorite carols but the one I have chosen to write about is O Little Town of Bethlehem. Did
you know it has a Philadelphia connection? “The text was written by Phillips Brooks (1835–1893),
an Episcopal priest, then rector of Church of the Holy Trinity, Philadelphia”
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/O_Little_Town_of_Bethlehem). Did you also know that in England they
sing his words to an entirely different tune? “In the United Kingdom and the Commonwealth, and
sometimes in the U.S. (especially in the Episcopal Church), the English hymn tune "Forest Green" is used
instead. "Forest Green" was adapted by Ralph Vaughan Williams from an English folk ballad called "The
Ploughboy's Dream." Check it out at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VJqgspx57C0/
The more recognizable tune for us was written by Lewis Redner. “As Christmas of 1868 approached, Mr.
Brooks told me that he had written a simple little carol for the Christmas Sunday-school service, and he
asked me to write the tune to it. The simple music was written in great haste and under great pressure.
We were to practice it on the following Sunday. Mr. Brooks came to me on Friday, and said, "Redner,
have you ground out that music yet to 'O Little Town of Bethlehem'?" I replied, "No", but that he should
have it by Sunday. On the Saturday night previous my brain was all confused about the tune. I thought
more about my Sunday-school lesson than I did about the music. But I was roused from sleep late in the
night hearing an angel-strain whispering in my ear, and seizing a piece of music paper I jotted down the
treble of the tune as we now have it, and on Sunday morning before going to church I filled in the
harmony. Neither Mr. Brooks nor I ever thought the carol or the music to it would live beyond that
Christmas of 1868.”
Brooks wrote the words after a visit to Bethlehem in 1865 and one of the lines has always stuck with
me. It is the line that ends the first verse which states, “The hopes and fears of all the years are met in
thee tonight.” In a stable in a far away village the defining event of humanity was begun. In that birth
the full range of life, emotion and action, years upon years and generation upon generation, found its
focus. In a single point of time, all time became redeemable. May we bring the hopes and fears of all our
years to our worship this Christmas.

Adventerous Worship

December 5- 2nd Sunday of Advent
Communion

We also donated box lids to the Animal Welfare
Association to be used as litter pans for the cats.

December 12- 3rd Sunday of Advent
Congregational Meeting After Worship
December 19- 3rd Sunday of Advent
Coffee hour/Christmas luncheon/Birthday Party
for Jesus all rolled into one!
Blue Christmas 3:00 @ 1st Pres HH
December 24- Christmas Eve Candlelighting
Service 7:00 p.m.
December 26-Hymn requests

Blue Christmas Service
Again this year we will a service to remember
those not with us this Christmas. It will be at 3pm
on Sunday December 19 at First Presbyterian
Church Haddon Heights, 7th and Green Sts. If you
know someone who might benefit from this,
please pass the info along.

Wednesday Morning Bible Time
We continue in December at 10:30 on
Wednesdays in the boardroom or on Zoom
reading through the story of Abraham in the book
of Genesis. The Zoom link is below. Prayer
requests too! No meeting on 12/29.

Pivot to Prayer
The last in this year-long series on Zoom at 7pm
Wednesday December 1, will focus on centering
prayer. An excellent Advent exercise! Contact
Don for the Zoom link.

Thrift Store
Always the busiest time of the year at the Thrift
Store. We are open December 4 and 18. Set up
continues on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings
or whenever you are available. Help with clothing
is needed.

Food Pantry
The food pantry continues on the second and
forth Sundays each month. This month that is
December 12th and 26th at 9:30. Thank you to
everyone who keeps this ministry going!

Men’s Breakfast
The second Saturday this month, December 11 in
the Hoffman House at 8:30. Food, faith and
festivities!

Flowers for the Chancel
A new sign-up sheet for 2022 will be coming in
the Family Life Center. Please check your dates
and confirm or delete as appropriate. Fill in blank
spaces with new requests. Cost will remain $15
for each flower arrangement this year. Use the
envelopes by the sign-up sheet for your payment.

Leaders
Session meets the second Wednesday this month,
December 8th at 7:00 p.m. in the boardroom or
on Zoom.

Zoom Links and Meeting IDs

We will begin employing a passcode for
Zoom this month. It will always be Logan
with a capital “L”
Worship: Each Sunday Morning 11:00

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87158064621?pw
d=eGNHU0ZncmhFb1V0ZzhIbUkvc1VMdz09
Meeting ID- 871 5806 4621
Bible Time: Each Wednesday Morning
10:30
(No meeting 12/29)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84191701211?pw
d=aTdLQzBTeU1IZzNUUjRmdHZwWEhHdz09
Meeting ID- 841 9170 1211

December Birthdays
and Anniversaries
1

James Evans

3

Cassandra Nary

4

Amanda Evans

5

Scott Simpson
Ken & Jennifer Cashman

10

Rich Latini

12

Carleton Dickensheets

15

Joe Barber

16

Anne Murray

17

Dianne Weeks

21

Annamarie Hendricks

22

Shirley Phillips

23

Frank & Linda Goulburn

24

Megan Gamble Auger

25

JESUS

26

Dorothy Andrews

Katie Evans
27

Luanne Cross

28

Judy Lamb
Kim O’Hara
Joe & Kathy Giambri

29

Colin O’Hara

31

Kenneth Cashman
Tracy Heylman

We will be sponsoring 4 Christmas baskets
this year for Petpals. We will have a sign up
sheet starting this Sunday in the family life
center. This year we're going to do things a
little differently and request specific items to
sign up for so that these families and their
pets can have a nice holiday meal. Any
questions, call or email Mike Smith 856 981
1549 sadbassethound@gmail.com. Petpals
helps to provide Christmas baskets for
homebound ill, terminally ill or those in need and
their pets. Thank you for your kindness and
generosity.

LOGAN’S WINDOWS
The Stained Glass
Windows of the Sanctuary

Here we are two years into the
project to restore our beautiful
Nicola d’Ascenzo windows. In
those two years we have
accomplished so much with four
of the windows completed!
Last December the article in the
newsletter included a story about
a little boy from the countryside
visiting New York City for the
first time. He was especially
fascinated by the Neon signs
around Times Square, which his
Mom
told
him
were
advertisements. The next day they
visited the Cathedral of Saint John
the Divine. While there his Mom
said the figures in the windows
were the saints, to which the boy

replied, “Oh, They then must
be God’s advertisements.”
Here at Logan that’s exactly what
our windows represent, they help
us remember the Scottish roots of
Presbyterianism with the constant
repetition of Saint Andrew’s
Cross. The scenes from Christ’s
life, especially His birth and His
resurrection, focus our attention
on the coming of Jesus and also
on that promise of redemption.
What better way to advertise
God’s presence and influence on
us all.
Of our seven windows, The James
Simpkins Memorial Window, the
Ladies Bible Class Window, the
Creighton, Hoffman, Hartman
Memorial Window and the The
Robert
Cunliffe
Memorial
Window are restored, ready to
witness the next hundred years at
Logan Memorial!
As we practice good stewardship
by preserving these historic and
inspiring windows, we will
continue our fundraising efforts in
order to finish paying for the
restoration of the four completed
windows. Our plan is to send out
the Sarah MacKintosh and Jane
B. Tweed Memorial Window
from the sanctuary later in 2022.

December 2021 Mission Moments
Christmas Mission Projects
Pajama Program- We will be collecting new pajamas, especially sizes 5 to 14 and new books.
The books must be new. (Please no coloring, activity, “gently used” or library books.) The items
go to local organizations to support people in transition and who leave their homes suddenly
and don’t have these very important items. https://pajamaprogram.org/
Distributing Dignity- We will be collecting new bras and feminine hygiene products for women
in need. This organization works with several of the groups that we support- Cathedral Kitchen,
Camden County Women’s Center, and Center for Family Services.
http://www.distributingdignity.org/
Mitten Tree
The mitten tree is ready to be decorated with gloves, mittens, hats, socks, and scarves! The
items go to the Center for Family Services and Volunteers of America. Our friends at Haviland
Avenue School are also contributing again this year! Thank you to Dianne Geissler for
coordinating with HAS!

Food Pantry Needs
Tissues
Laundry detergent
Dish detergent
Body wash

Coffee
Fruit juice- regular and low sugar
Crackers- Saltines, graham crackers, and snack crackers
Peanut butter and jelly

Canned Chicken and canned tuna
For Christmas this year, our pantry visitors will receive a handmade, reusable shopping bag that we
purchased for them from Room for Luke. Information on Room for Luke is available in the November
newsletter. (Thank you, Ellen!)
Thank you for supporting Logan’s mission projects. We are grateful for whatever you can contribute
and if you aren’t able, prayers for the mission recipients and their work are always welcome and just
as vitally important!
Gratefully, Corinne Latini, Mission Commission

A Little History From 1949
In 1949



48 US states.
President Harry S. Trueman.

Famous 1949 Births





Jane Smiley, American author.
Richard Gere, American actor, singer, and producer.
Judith Light, American actress.
Oscar Gamble, American baseball player .

Events in 1949







President Harry S. Truman unveils his Fair Deal program.
The first "networked" television broadcasts take place as KDKA-TV in Pittsburgh
Captain James Gallagher lands his B-50 Superfortress 'Lucky Lady II' in Fort
Worth, Texas after completing the first non-stop around-the-world airplane flight
in 94 hours and one minute.
The first automatic street light was installed in New Milford, Connecticut.
The Goldbergs', the first Situation comedy or sitcom on American television, airs
for the first time.

Other Stuff in 1949





Bread was 14c
Coffee was 55c per lb
Milk was 21c per quart
Average wage $13.58 per day ($3,600 per year)

From Logan’s 1949 Session Minutes









Session approved the use of Fellowship hall for a monthly “Youth Night” attended by the
youth from the Presbyterian, Lutheran and Methodist churches.
New stops and chimes were added to the organ.
The youth of Beth Sholom in Haddon Heights were invited to a youth event.
Logan to sponsor a series of meetings for “Spiritual Emphasis” led by evangelist Dr.
Charles Polling.
A shortage of teachers for the ever growing Sunday School was stressed by session and a
motion passed to provide finances for teacher training classes.
1949 seems to be the year Logan had a good problem, there were too many young
folks! The session minutes for the year have multiple entries about where to find room for
them and guaranteeing the costs of their meetings, services, glee clubs, youth nights and
concerts.
The annual New Year’s Watch Night Service and Social Event was approved.

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
1
Bible Time
10:30 a.m.

THURSDAY
2

FRIDAY
3

SATURDAY
4
Thrift Store
9:00-12:00

Pivet to Prayer
7:00 p.m.
5 Communion

6

7

8

9

10

11
Men’s
Breakfast
8:30 a.m.

Bible Time
10:30 a.m.

Worship 11:00

Session 7:00 p.m.
12
Food Pantry 9:30
Worship 11:00
Congregational
Meeting
(after worship)
19
Worship 11:00
Christmas
Luncheon
(after worship)
Blue Christmas
HH 1st 3:00 p.m.
26
Food Pantry 9:30
Worship 11:00

13

14

15

16

17

18

Bible Time
10:30 a.m.

20

21

22

Thrift Store
9:00-12:00

23
Bible Time
10:30 a.m.

27

28

29

24
Christmas Eve
Service
7:00 p.m.

30

31

25

